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Educational Philosophy Statement


I believe that all students are capable of high achievement in art.  Artistic development can be attained through knowledge of art history, art criticism, aesthetics, and practice with studio techniques.  A sound base of art education is necessary to a student’s holistic development.  

The main goals of an art curriculum should focus on helping the learner develop mentally, socially, physically, and creatively through instruction in art (history, studio, aesthetics, and criticism.)  By using the latter components, students should be able to progress as individuals in self-expression, independent problem solving, technical skills, and abstract thinking.  Students should also be able to use the skills gained in the art classroom in their lives no matter what they choose to do after their scholastic years.  They should also be able to appreciate art in new ways through the awareness it can provide of the world and of themselves.

Instructional delivery should be tailored to both class and individual needs, but should be based upon a curriculum that outlines a sequential study in art and other disciplines.  Instruction should be effective for students with all types of learning styles.  Interdisciplinary instruction and student-centered learning are vital to the learning process and should be used whenever possible.   

Evaluation should measure the learner’s effort, craftsmanship, level of thought, progress, and adherence to lesson objectives in a manner which is clear to both student and teacher from the start of the lesson.   Assessment of creativity and thinking skills should be included in art evaluation.  Assessment should be clear to both the learner and teacher, with a clear connection to lesson objectives.  

