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My career as an artist began when I was very young.  My family supported my artistic habits; while my teachers made sure I had experiences in many media.  I began my love of jewelry with macramé in fourth grade and my love for clay in 5th grade.  I liked painting as, well.  As I developed, I took more and more art courses in middle and high school.  During this time I worked a lot with paints (watercolor & acrylics), plaster, wire, clay, and various pencil techniques.   I took art classes outside of school in more traditional media throughout my grade school career, including participating in the Governors School for the Arts my senior year.
Astoundingly, it was during elementary school that I developed the focus of my artistic influences.  Through camping trips with my family, I became fascinated with Photography and Landscape.  I still use these images in my work.  The other major influence came when I went on a school trip to a local cavern.  I found a true love for rocks and minerals.  I started going to rock shows when I was 11 years old.  I was a rock collector.  Later on, I started to tap into this knowledge (and the collection) to integrate stones in my art work.

I went to Millersville University where I majored in art education and psychology.  This course of study had a liberal arts component, while requiring future art educators to take art courses in multiple areas.  I focused mainly on fine art metals courses and painting.  I took a more concentrated amount of courses in psychology and geology.  These areas I continue to use in my work.  I received degrees in art education and psychology May 1999.

I started teaching art in a high school in upstate New York after graduation.  I taught courses in 2D and 3D design, ceramics, computer art, AP art history, and web design.  I had to hone my skills in jewelry making at this time because I taught students to solder, use wire, and enamel.  I took my students to Corning Glass for studio classes every year.  I learned basic lampworking, fusing, glassblowing, and sandblasting.  This teaching position required a Master’s degree completion within 5 years.

I received my Master’s Degree in the summer of 2003.  I took courses in many media.  Printmaking, ceramics, painting, & art history classes greatly informed my development as an artist.  I was (and continue to be) active in the National Art Education Association.  During this time I started speaking at National, State, and Local Art Education Conferences.  At a national conference, there was a class on metal clay.  I made my first piece in this 1.5 hour class.  I was hooked.
In 2003 I moved to Maryland.  I took a job teaching Middle School Art and serving as Department Chair.  This position sparked a lot of creativity and motivation within me.  I started taking Art Entrepreneur classes at Maryland Institute & College of Art in Baltimore.  This made me more excited for my creation of an art school and  jewelry business.  I went to a glass convention in Allentown, PA and bought my first lampworking materials.  I also took a Stained Glass and Fusing Class at a local community college.
With all of these skills in place, I searched out Art Clay Silver and found a great instructor in the Philadelphia area – Tamara Farion.  I completed their certification process, so I can teach other instructors.  This is a focus in my work, given the flexibility and interesting qualities of metal clay.  My work now focuses on the use of metal clay, glass, wire, and stones to create one-of-a-kind jewelry pieces inspired by landscape.   I still love acrylic painting and have several pieces I am working on, including a commission.  
With the “No Child Left Behind” Act, I saw sweeping changes in education.  Most of these were not very good for children, or the arts.  After my art department was partially cut, I decided advocacy and innovation was needed to help swing the educational policy pendulum.  With this in mind, I started coming up with ways I could effectively battle this problem.  The first was to do more research into brain-based education, which led to a presentation with myself and a prominent chiropractic neurologist and Art and Neurology – the impact of the arts on brain development.  Then I shifted my focus to creating my own business, which will hopefully become an avenue for change and a model for quality arts instruction.  This not only fills a need in my community, but also the larger global community.   I am working to develop my own art, while teaching people of all ages, and helping fellow artists in their artistic aspirations.  

There are many roads not taken, stoned unturned, and ideas I have yet to nurture to fruition.  The next few years of my life promise to be exciting, fruitful, and hopefully helpful.  This story is still being written…

